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Cycle parking incorporated into the shelter at a rural bus stop in Langenlois, Austria

Bikes on Ferries
Although ferries are relatively rare in the UK they tend to be used by cyclists
because the alternatives can mean a lengthy detour, an uncomfortable or
hazardous tunnel, an exposed high level bridge or a limited rail service. Cycles
are conveyed free on the Mersey ferries between Liverpool and the Wirrall and
many cycles can be observed at commuter times. In Portsmouth the ferry to
Gosport is also well used by cyclists.

Case Studies

Northern Rail Cycling Strategy

Northern Rail developed a cycling strategy to encourage bike-rail integration. The
strategy was developed in consultation with user groups through the Northern
Rail Cycle Forum. It is a pragmatic strategy recognising the constraints of the
current supply of rolling stock in terms of bicycle carriage, but also
recommending a flexible approach to provision at off-peak times, and
importantly, the front line staff working on the trains have been briefed to take
this approach. The strategy seeks to positively address cycling issues and
identify opportunities to work in partnership with local authorities, passenger
transport executives and other stakeholders. The strategy includes safer routes
to stations, Eco-stations where a raft of measures is being introduced to make
them more environmentally friendly, local cycle route maps at stations,
improvements to cycle parking and security, better information and measures to
promote and support cycle tourism. The strategy can be found in the Cycling
England library.

Merseytravel

Free bike travel is available on all trains operated by Merseyrail throughout the
Merseyside PTE area, at all times of day. Cycle carriage in flexible space on trains
was first introduced in 1993. It is now one of the standards of service as
specified under the franchise agreement for Merseyrail. Before unrestricted bike
carriage was brought in, there were fears about conflict with other passengers,
but in practice there have not been problems and many cyclists avoid taking their
bikes on the train during the rush hour. Merseytravel also offer free access for
bicycles on the Mersey ferries and these are a popular way for commuter cyclists
to cross the river at peak hours. A booklet of cycle rides starting and finishing at
local stations is also available.
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Travel South Yorkshire

Travel South Yorkshire publishes a guide to taking cycles on public transport in
the region. The guide includes details of the amount, type and location of cycle
parking facilities at interchanges as well as listing bus and rail services that
convey cycles. A nominal fare of 20p is charged for carrying non-folding bikes on
bus services.

Further Information

Cycling Policy: An Overview

The DfT document, published in June 2007, outlines the roles and responsibilities
of the different cycling organisations within the UK. The document has a specific
section relating to the frequently asked questions regarding the carriage of bikes
on buses and trains.

CTC website

The CTC website includes information about cycling and public transport policies
and links to information about cycle carriage on trains, buses and coaches.


