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WHO IT IS:

Cycling England is an independent group of experts, appointed by the Minister of Local Transport, and funded by the Department for Transport (DfT).  It includes expertise on cycling engineering and infrastructure; cycling and health; education and youth services; local authorities’ cycling policy; bike-rail policy; cycle training and standards; marketing and communications.

Cycling England has the support and backing of a cross-departmental group of senior Government officials from Health, Education, Culture Media and Sport, Environment and the ODPM.

ITS AIM:



To get “more people cycling, more safely, more often”
Through its championing role, Cycling England will seek to influence Government policy, securing greater funding and political leadership for the promotion of cycling whether for leisure, recreation, fitness, transport or a healthy lifestyle.

HOW IT WORKS:


Our focus is to “make things happen” for the development of cycling in a strategic, consistent and collaborative way.  With limited funding, Cycling England has developed an Action Plan, with specific programmes designed to bring together local authorities, Government offices, employers, training providers, non-Government organisations and voluntary groups.

WHAT IT WILL DO:

The Action Plan has four programme themes:

· CYCLING DEMONSTRATION TOWNS – six towns have been selected as a focus for investment over the next three years.  They are:  Aylesbury, Brighton and Hove, Darlington, Derby, Exeter and Lancaster.  Levels of investment will match those of European towns and cities which have achieved significant growth in travel by cycle.

· YOUTH PROGRAMME – Cycling England place particular emphasis on the development of a new generation of cyclists – children and young people who can benefit from learning to ride safely and well, and to have fun on their bikes.  Professional training is key. 

A new National Training Standard, covering all levels of cycling skill, will be launched and promoted.  Cycle instructors will be encouraged to participate in specific training to the new Standard; bursaries will be available to contribute to instructors’ costs.

· LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ SUPPORT – Cycling England has appointed a team of six professionals in cycle planning and engineering issues to offer advice and assistance to local authorities.  The initial focus will be on how cycling may best be incorporated into policy documents, including the Local Transport Plans.  The team will provide a link to other Cycling England initiatives, including specific professional training and benchmarking.
· CYCLING AND HEALTH – Cycling England will be working closely with the Department of Health to identify the most practical and relevant means of delivering cycling as a healthy activity in the Government’s stated agenda – particularly focusing on the reduction in the level of obesity among children, and in the promotion of child cycle training in deprived areas.  Cycling England will also link into the Healthy Schools’ initiative, and the ‘extended schools’ programmes.

WHO TO CONTACT?

General Info / Cycling England Board:    
info@cyclingengland.co.uk
Training helpline     
0870 607 0415 
cycletraining@ctc.org.uk
Local Authorities’ support: 
tony.russell@cyclingengland.co.uk
Cycling and Health:
nick.cavill@cyclingengland.co.uk
Cycling Demonstration Towns
steve.garidis@cyclingengland.co.uk
Useful websites: 
www.cyclingengland.co.uk   

www.bikeforall.net
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